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During the mid 1960s, § becams increas-
ingly popular o put lbudssoeakars inlo Sec-
cndary roams, 8.0 bedrooms, kitchens, and
pathrooms. Since all of hese moms wene
sl cantroBad by amplélers looated in the
mialn reom, you sl had to run dosnatalrs: 1o
change the audia salectan—aswhich by
todey's sbandard's, wes & paln. So it was
oy netural ihal pacpks slared asking i
thary oould sl and corinl Thelr music
prafesencas froen thal semals room. And
that's when & ol startad-—tha birth of whiole-
Fexesa audio comtrod,

Az many of LE are awere, ona of the lirsl
distnbited sunn comml deioss 10 be
dewalopad was the infrared Sepasiing
Symtem. Couplad with & ramate contn, you
calld wim on e AN raceiver, change
souices and conenl the wlume. Tha R
FAessating System would simply sénd a
command over & aiee amd Ihen repeat The
signa In e primarny room, 23 i yow were
operating the system from tha prmary mam,
biow that was cormaniant!

Bl I geta better than that. Mot onby coukd
the IR Syatam conirod the sudio components,
Bt it ales conbraled the vidas camponanis,
swch as o cabol@e dysiom. In ihoes days,
18-inch satalite dishas did not axist, orly
wopengive C-band aystams, Most homeown:
=g eoalld nat aford 8 sscond urd, and that
taed to the increased demand for 1R congod

me saheiine industry and the audio indus-
try oparaling indensndartly, craaed ha
damand kor wholi-house dabibuted audic
AN vided cormral An IR recaier was placad
in tha secondary room end an 1H amitler was
alashad ot feont of the AN equipment
& homacramer could slmply poant at s IR
racatver with their handhald remoe, and
“pepsta” they got the contial they wanied

Brut a3 soon as this systerm fourd Hs way
Irdn the custom irstallation markest, the ous-
Lo installer hesd 1o deal with the aesthatics

of ihase IR Rapeating Systams which laad
o the development of smalisr units conooaled
i1 a8 wal insige a nonmal glecincel J-Boa

Whole-housa gudofvideo coninol 2leyad
1 the [armal of IR cortngl ungl the lale Bla
whern fhe markal damanded aven more Gon-
vengnce, To ihe homecenern, corsdanthy
looiking for the remebe bocame an aggrevat-
ing axparenca, Sothe cusiom ingtallar raalk
zed that 8 would be even mome correenizn
tor thelr customer IF thay wara abie 1o Install
& simple kaypad nto he wal,

Hivsear, Goon aftar these n-wall keypacds
wierd infroducad, it becams alear thil thame
Wis e major downgide o s comean-
ienca; thase eary keypad syslems wans
priced oo Righ for the average consumss

There wane a coupls of reasors for this
Fist, the "oralins” of the aystem, which
ghorad e 1B conirol oomes and senl tharm
it Thedt A% components, wera buil info aach
keypad, keaping the ccet of the keypad
alscironce high. And gacond, 3 ndhc-
el keypad had to ba configured by the
dagler, whech added o e cosl of instakstion.

Over fhe pasl en yaars, (b accumlagon
of technical capakilities and manutactaing
afficiencies has given ree o a hird genera-
fion of keypads. This new deslgn |s redicady

leravar v pricze and therwion s froo ha
rmainstream buedget of consurmerns,
SpassarCefl, a leading Innovator of -
wall loudspeakars, iecantly armounced thes
relessa of ita revolalionary kevpad, Caling
fthis syelam e "EZ-Fad® Bpaakan’raft has
devaloped a Tormat, which would alcw 1ha
Eraing of the sysiermn jo be placad in one
confral wnil, nehesd of in aach keypad.
Acconding o Bil CawiSiald, Vice
Prasldant, E-Group for SpeabarCraft, nis
caeign sigriflcantly reducas tha cost of the Gy
tern, it onby bacauss it lsesoneg the armourd
of this eirouilry meaUired, but it stso siminates
the labor cost assosiated with serfigurng
midtiple keypads. Thus, as ks number ol
keypads axpends theoughourt tha hama, the
orernll oot of tha gysterm decransas par ma.
In addiicn, saye Caadald, an axtansive
A coda library hes Dean siored in thea cen-
tralirad Brain, 20 W He instaler smply
aooeieas fa codes neaded, Coniran 1o
thig, tha time irsabved for leaming sach nd-
widual I/ was vary lebar intarsiva for many
of 1he aiher keypad sysiems cumently avad-
able on the mankel,
At tha heart of the syrsbom s funcignal
flaxibifty, Feys can e gonfigured in the
fieid wo aliher be source seleciabie keys or



function keys. The syslern & sasly cxpand
sbie bayond thie maghar keypad anclosed in
B sngie gang J4oo, Tha master keypad can
palec! sourcas, control component Teatunse,
rapaat | commands friom the homasaner's
reumcite, @A burn sysiers Ol of OFF By
acdding & numedic keyped, andion funclion
kaypad tha spstem s sasly azpandabla,

The EZ-Ped sysiern not anly incoeporates
i [EGEEL In power StAIIE MEnsegemean ol
gource components, bul also comains thie
mgjority of IR codas for discrebe O end
QOFF power commands. In addition, te sps-
gy i ot Brmited {0 IR controlled A com-
ponents, ASFEEE conrolisd agquipment, such
as Eghiing, can alse be accessad. An RS-
485 based communicalion protocol is used
bebasan kiymads and tha confral carinallen

Althaugh e EZ keypads are simple in
design with Emited “brain power,” they at
lnast know wha thay ana in the system
bezauss awch on is addressable and they
know what sourca wis laat selected. Similar
to & computer and lie keypad, the keypad
cende Iretruchons io tha cemral conlral urit,
wihich then drives the aysham.

Sinca SpaskarCraft designed e connal
eyatern from soratoh, they efectiuely wana
able o produce & product thal wlized row
lachnclogy and componanis Soma advanoes:
i Bechnclogly il SpeakerCraf inocmparsat-
ad o it weypads inclede haghly sophisd-
cated mambrana touch pads, which have
bacome more reliable ouer fecant years
acaiEe of 1he ncreaed e ol calular
phonas &nd thair demand for reliabla key-
pads And fnally, ovar the past several
yaars, IR lmarning firmévane and assnclatad
IC chip technology has alse decreased in
peice. Combine al of this togsther and the
result la & highly versatile systam with
ncreased raliabilty at a reduced rics.

What's naxt ior wholehouse audlo con-
fral? Wall, ascording to Cawlllald, the nesd
wave of design s compdate tunnkay pack-
ages far the instaber, Inegrated pra-amps
will ba Gad bogethes with rultiple power
ampa—ail i o package. This will furiber
madnce marufasiunng and nstallation costs

Witk thet said howesar, tham ars Emile-
fiens ta this Wwenkoy syetem: the home misat
match tha siza of the system. i a hore

A

neads rmane sourcas or zones, than this
furnkay system actially geds mone compb-
caied and expanaha, So thara will abvans
ks a nead for Irdlddual eystern compa-
nents for the mone sophisticated instals-
tione. Mevarthelasz, e rend it 1o ofier
complsie lurmkey syshems that ere simplar
b inglall at less cost for tha majority of
audin distritutad Inslsations,

'Wihin & short Hime, Speaker’ral wil ba
infreducing & tobally imegraied keypadipn-
ampiamp sysiem. However, this dees st
riesn Bal they will abandon ek dscrats
cerrpanent Systam wih individuml mutizons
pre-amps and ampifiers. Diteeent instafs-
fion requremens demand difleren] elusons,

Bunt, a8 a homeswnar mysel!, and Know-
N et money doas nof grow:an {rees, |
a6 Exlenshe logic b having ore ceniral
brain coniral the entire sysiem, which func-
tions through @ series of A recedvars andbor
in-wall keypads Inoaied in remols rooma, So
when my panarcs vislt me at my house, they
can fgtan o Lassence Walk in the guast
room, white | lake raluga lisbarng to
Caunting Crows in my bedreom, 18l

The C5-3% ir. will not only prodece the “EX?
channel but also the new “Envelop™ overhead
hedpht channel from ancodad DD miosdes.

Sugpectad price s $299.00

Choe MBA-1 Music
Ratrix adds & superh
e mode ko your HT
sysiem. This product
will also decode the
extra Channels when in
e “Adovie” mode
Suppested Price $249,




